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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Cameron, Polly Coward-McCann 
THE CAT WHO COULDN'T PURR Cloth; $2.25 


° e « Ought to evoke sympathy. He had learned a great deal when he decided 
to leave home and wander across the mountains, but his general education had omitted 
purring. So when he heard a bubbling brook and was pleased, he tried to purr but 
nothing happened. Pronto, he set his sights on home and mother, turned around, went 
back over the mountains and ran up the familiar hill. "You're home” purred his mother. 
"At last”, purred his father. And he was so happy to be home again that he began to 
purr. The pictures are not of the soft-kitty variety; rather they are stiff, almost 
unyielding line affairs which are adequate rather than appealing, in black, white, 
grey and orange, with a sombre jacket. The binding is pretty shock-proof and child- 
ren do like kittens' purring. Some very good points, some not so good. (10/18. 

LC: 57-12196) 


Anderson, Neil Crowell 
FRECKLE FACE Cloth; $2.50 


"Freckle face! Freckle face!" Donny called Ann that all the time. And in 
the mirror she could see that he was right. If it isn't freckles with some children, 
it's something else. Little girls will commiserate with freckle-face Ann as she ex- 
perimented with devices like early morning and freckle cream- to no avail. They will 
rejoice with her too when a kindly neighbor points out all the flowers in the garden 
that have spots on their faces ... pansies and tiger lilies, etc. Brief, sweet and 
satisfying with appealing and sympathetic illustrations by Barbara Cooney for all 
children who feel that they are ugly ducklings. (Publ. LC: 57-9245) 


Austin, Margot Dutton 
ARCHIE ANGEL Reinforced cloth; $2.50 


* . . « was a cherub. And like many terrestrial moppets, Archie pulled out 
all the stops at bedtime. He kicked. He screamed. He wished he lived where nobody 
minded manners, washed faces, combed hair or brushed teeth. Or went to bed. Archie 
got his wish. He soon found himself in a chicken coop. But alas, mannerless pullet 
society held few charms. His feathered friends chased him around the yard, left no 
bran mash for Archie, and when he tried to put his nose in the water for a drink, he 
didn't get anything to drink at all. It was a chastened Archie Angel who conceded 
that he wanted to go home. And forever after, when he had his wish, Archie minded 
his manners. The cherub and the chickens are feathery and cuddly, with that softness 
most children enjoy. Margot Austin has a flair for communicating a downy warmth in 
her black and white drawings. Pre-school bantams will cluck over this. Firmly stitched. 
(Publ. LC: 57-8975) 


Foster, Doris Van Liew Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
TELL ME MR. OWL Cloth; $2.75 


Little Boy's Hallowe'en guide is Mister Owl -- who lives in the big sycamore 
at the end of the street. Little Boy listens for things that go "bump in the night". 
And Mister Owl points out Fraidy Cat, Silly Miss Nilly (dressed for Halloween in too- 
big high heels and jingle-jangle-bracelets), High Joe, a small boy on tall stilts, and 
the Weenky Days, neighborhood children trick-or-treating and dancing around a pumpkin. 
Pseudo-scary thematic treatment of Hallowe'en with no real story line. Helen Stone's 
illustrations are in color -- not beautiful, but seasonal and spooky. Of interest 
around the holidays only. (10/25. LC: 57-9155) 
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Baker, Laura Nelson Parnassus 
THE FRIENDLY BEASTS Paper over Board; $1.50 
An old English carol about the animals in the stable at Bethlehem the first me 


Christmas Eve is illustrated by Nicholas Sid jakov with a medieval stained glass effect. 
The book is tiny -- about the size of an adult's hand. Words and music of the carol are 
included, though there has been no special provision for flexibility in use at the piano. 
The pictures are in four jubilant colors, heavily outlined in black suggestive of the 
leading of church windows. The words of the carol are poetic and peaceful. The pictures 
are pastoral and the text is beautifully spaced. (10/25.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Brown, Bill & Rosalie Coward -McCann 
THE BOY WHO GOT MAILED $2.00 


This is an off-beat kind of funny story- a farce really,-- which many little 
children like. Peter wanted to visit his Aunt Jane in Kansas but he didn't want to go 
by bus. He preferred to go by United States Mail. With $3.79 postage on his forehead 
and a cancellation stamp on his nose he was trussed in a mail bag, loaded on a freight 
car and stamped Do Not Freeze. Droopy Dawson - "the roughest and the toughest and the 
meanest mail robber in the forty nine states including Alaska" .. . was captured with 
Peter's help before the trip was over. Might be comic relief in some primary classrooms 
doing units on Community Helpers. (Publ. LC: 57-11717) 


Goulden, Shirley- retold by Grosset & Dunlap 
ILLUSTRATED CLASSICS Paper over Board; $2.95 ea. 

TALES FROM THE ARABIAN NIGHTS- J/lus. by Benvenuti. 

Perrault, C.- THE SLEEPING BEAUTY- Illus. by Benvenuti. = 


Andersen, Hans- TALES FROM HANS ANDERSEN-J/lus. by Maraja. 
Carroll, Lewis- ALICE IN WONDERLAND- //llus. by Maraja. 
Colodi, C.- THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO- Jilus. by Maraja. 
Grimm- SNOW WHITE & OTHER STORIES- Jllus. by Nardini. 


This is the second lot of books giving American children a chance to see the work 
of European illustrators, handling familiar material. See P. 436 for the reports on the 
French series, including Cinderella, Snow White and La Fontaine. Maraja, one of the Italian 
artists selected, has done an admirable interpretation of Pinocchio, which is as it should 
be, but is less successful with Hans Andersen and Alice in Wonderland..... It seems unfor- 
tunate that Grimms' Fairy Tales should have been selected a second time, and I personally, 
like the J.L. Huen illustrations better, with their rich, strange echoes...than I do the 
Nardini illustrations, which seem in contrast rather bland.... Benvenuti was, however, the 
greatest disappointment. His illustrations for The Sleeping Beauty have a stock poster 
quality that misses the magic tale. And his Tales from the Arabian Nights seems more 
Chinese than Arabian. Compared with Tenggren's rich, imaginative pictures for the much 
more inclusive Golden Tales from the Arabian Nights, Benvenuti gives one a sense of letdown 
(see p. 741)....Miss Goulden has managed, in her retelling, to keep the essential story 
thread and quality of the telling in each of her texts. One could wish she had been better 
served by the illustrators....And- a warning here- the bindings seem too fragile for our 
American climate, and are already warped. What they will look like after handling by small 
hands, I hate to guess. Perhaps these are books for the closed and supervised shelves. 


Courlander, Harold Holt 
TERRAPIN'S POT OF SENSE Cloth; $2.75 é 


- « » "You like to hear about Buh Rabbit and Blacksnake? Or about the things 
Buh Rabbit.done to Buh Fox? (The things Buh Rabbit done to Buh Fox is just about too many 
to count on a caterpillar's toes.)" Whether read aloud or independently these easy-going 
fables of the American Negro should satisfy that circle who enjoyed Harold Courlander's 





October 15, 1957 Books to Read Aloud- continued 769 (J-279) 


earlier collections, culled from people of other lands. Dialect here is approached 
very judiciously. Since the sentences are simple and short and the thought is ex- 
pressed clearly, the regional Southern dialect should not obtrude and will probably 
amuse. Animal stories, tall tales, sly humorous encounters and battles of wit add 
up to a “pot of sense", in feeling a mixture of Aesop, hominy grits and Uncle Remus. 
Illustrated with black and white sketches which are competent rather than distin- 
guished, by Elton Fax. (11/2. LC: 57-11682) 


Brand, Oscar- Fd. Knopf 
SINGING HOLIDAYS: The Calendar. in Folk Song $5.95 


Here is a collection that will reveal that extent of our folk heritage in 
songs, the majority of which are not widely known. To tie the ninety odd songs to- 
gether, Oscar Brand has used the pattern of the calendar, from New Year's Day through 
to Christmas, including seasonal songs, special "days" - such as Mother's Day and 
Arbor Day, religious festivals of all peoples, including Passover and Hanukkah, and 
so on. Old favorites are here,- The Wayfaring Stranger, Alouette, Derry Down, When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home; some of the most familiar of the patriotic songs; some 
definitely regional songs. But a large percentage will be new to the majority of 
young people, which gives the collection added interest for use in schools, when 
holiday material is badly needed. The musical arrangements are designed for the 
amateur, by Douglas Townsend, which should widen the home use. And the illustra- 
tions by Roberta Moynihan give promise of having both decorative and informative 
value. Indexed. (11/11. LC: 57-5253) 


Potter, Miriam Clark Lippincott 
JUST MRS. GOOSE Cloth; $2.75 


Addle-pated, absent-minded Mrs. Goose disrupts and delights Animal Land 
again. Mrs. Goose is a gay, glad personification. Her forgetfulness, the absurd 
mistakes she makes with her non sequitur logic- as she falls into a well, is rescued 
and falls in again demonstrating how she fell in the first time - as she complains 
to the library that her library card is very dull reading - follow in the disjoint- 
edly comical path of earlier yrs. Goose books. As a chicken sitter for Mrs. Hen's 
daughters, Arabelle and Clarabelle, Mrs. Goose proved a "good runner-arounder, a 
good, knocker-overer, and a good screecher". Good, kind, giddy Mrs. Goose is a 
wholesome funny animal figure for light read-aloud entertainment and easy reading 
fun. Illustrated, as usual with the author's black and white drawings. (10/16. 
LC: 57-10865 ) 


Credle, Ellis Nelson 
TALL TALES FROM THE HIGH HILLS $2.75 


* There is real cracker-barrel gusto to this round up. There's enough ele- 
mental one-upmanship and exaggeration to provoke guffaws. Like the pudding Ma Tolli- 
ver made. It was for the Thanksgiving all-day preaching session. Now Ma asked all 
her daughters, her son and her husband please to add a pinch of salt. But they were 
too busy. Each one later felt his conscience sting and added a generous salting. 
The polite preacher sampled the pudding and all the sermons ceased. Too, there were 
the two buck goats, black and white, who butted and butted with their horns, until 
all that was seen was two little wooly puffs ramming each other. (The bits of fluff 
were their tails.) And the "modest" farmer at the county fair, not claiming undue 
credit for his pumpkins. He just made it clear that he carried the pie shell and 
his wife rolled down the hill inside the pumpkin. Then they filled the shell. Some 
are suitable to read aloud to younger children -- others will appeal to older 
youngsters. (Publ. LC: 57-10019) 
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Branley, Franklyn M. & Crowell 
Vaughan, Eleanor K. RUSTY RINGS A BELL Cloth; $2.50 
Rusty had a bad cold; he had to stay in bed. When he could not find the bell “ 





to call his parents, his father showed Rusty how to attach wires to a dry cell to make his 
own bell ring. Rusty had fun. He even lit a light bulb using the same principles. The 
mechanics of electricity seem advanced for this early reading level and large type but this 
approach to science in story-form might be just the thing in a community of children whose 
background has upped their interests somewhat. A challenge for highly scientific children, 
it might also be considered solely on its informational content for average third grade 
youngsters. Paul Galdone's pictures are explicit in the showing how to arrange a similar 
bell. (Publ. LC: 57-7492) 


Huntington, Harriet E. Doubleday 
PRAYING MANTIS Paper over Board; $2.50 

The format here is simple and inviting. A study of the praying mantis, that 
amusing insect which assumes a reverent posture, this can be considered as a visual aid, 
with lots of help from teacher or a parent,below third grade. The pictures alone tell 
much about the insect, since they are greatly enlarged, making it a pleasant browsing 
book for primary children. They show the walnut-sized cocoon in which the mother mantis 
lays her eggs and later the mantis babies wriggling out of their home. Pictures are large 
and very clear: vocabulary is somewhat technical -- few children could read it independently 
before third grade. With cheesecloth and a Mason jar this insect can be kept briefly as a 
pet. There are 22 full page photographs, attractively placed opposite uncluttered open 
pages of type. By the author of let's Go Outdoors. (Publ. LC: 57-8088) 


Cook, Marion Belden Dutton 
TERRY'S FERRY Cloth; $2.50 
If it hadn’t been opening day of the circus Terry would have enjoyed ferrying ~ 
passengers in his little rowboat. But he wanted to earn a front row seat with the fish 





he would catch. Terry had barely cast his line out when a succession of people harassed 
him. The bridge to the Village was out, so before the afternoon ended Terry had conducted 
a ferry for the balloon man, two trapeze artists, the fat lady, and two midgets. Though 
Terry's ferrying yielded no fish, it brought him into the circus for a triumphal entry 
aboard the shoulders of the strong man. The elements here are oft-tried and usually suc- 
cessful:- wish fulfillment, repetition of an incident, incidental humor and accomplishment 
of an objective. Illustrated with good effect by Erika Weihs with stylized pictures in 
appropriately festive colors. (Publ. LC: 57-8960) 


Howard, Joan Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE LIGHT IN THE TOWER $2.50 


-e-- had not shone for twenty years. The darkened lighthouse stood a mile off 
shore on a little island. Summer residents came to live in the house. But nobody lit 
the light in the tower. And when the geese winged south the summer people deserted the | 
lighthouse. Then a new family -- a little boy, his mother and father -- came. They meant | 
to stay for good. Poetic, fragile, told with feeling, illustrated superbly by Adrienne 
Adams with the softest of colors and an understated, gentle suggestion of island solitude, | 
this sweetly tells of the Christmas when a light shone again for the fishermen coming back 
to the harbour. The seas, the skies, the firs of the rocky coast, the island's meadows 
butterly-dotted in Spring, breakers, seagulls, cranberries and the glow of Christmas -- 
all are misted with enchantment for a genuine Christmas story. (10/25. LC: 57-11650) | 


Carden, Priscilla Nelson 
BOY ON THE SHEEP TRAIL $2.75 

Ricky Sanchez, a young Spanish-American boy, set out on the dangerous two hun- | 
dred mile trek to take the family's flock of sheep into the Arizona mountains. Ricky 
wanted to be a herder like his big brother Jim. But Jim was too busy to entrust any re- | 
sponsibility to the boy. A little black lamb followed Ricky about until the boy extracted 
a cholla spine from his hide. The lamb, Bounce, returned the favor inadvertently, for when 
he strayed and found his way into a canyon, Jim hunted for him -- and finding him rescued 
many sheef}which Jim had never missed. Illustrated by Kurt Werth. (Publ.LC: 57-10018) 
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Carleton, Barbee Oliver Winston 
THE WONDERFUL CAT OF COBBIE BEAN $2.00 


Cobbie Bean was a ne'er do well lad in Salem during the witchcraft furor. 
But a good witch at his birth had gifted Cobbie with the gift of happiness, a trait 
most distressing to Cobbie's pious cousins, the plump Captain Bean, a getter, and 
skinny Deacon Bean, a doer. Cobbie flourishes with the expert help of the witch -- 
disguised as a common cat. But happy-go-lucky Cobbie betrays her secret to his 
avaricious cousins and is brought to trial, by Salem's magistrate - who magically 
turned the tables on Cobbie's villainous cousins. A brief picture book, illustrated 
in full color by Jacob Landau. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Meadowcroft, Enid LaMonte Crowell 
SILVER FOR GENERAL WASHINGTON $3.00 


A new edition of this book, which appeared first in 1944, is reissued with 
drawings in black and white by Lee Ames. Our earlier report said, "A good plot, 
nicely paced and a dramatic picture of Washington and his starving, shoeless army. 
Gilbert Emmet and his sister Jenifer grew up in Philadelphia while the 13 colonies 
were fighting for survival. Before leaving on a secret mission for General Washington, 
their father closed his comfortable home, buried the silver in the cellar, and sent 
his motherless children to visit an aunt in Valley Forge. During the memorable winter 
of 1777-78, the children saw something of the sickness, the dirt, the misery that be- 
set the Continental Army, while the British roistered in the City of Brotherly Love 
and the American Congress dawdled." (Publ. LC: 57-10281) 


Capon, Naomi Harcourt, Brace 
DANCERS OF TOMORROW $3.00 


* As British as cricket and crumpets, this is a book for the child with special 
interest in Ballet. It is the fictionalized story of Ann Blake and her life at the 
Royal Ballet School in London (formerly Sadler's Wells). The photographs are very 
beautiful. There are some full page portraits of prima ballerinas, and other candid 
shots of the young girls at school. Ann is a very credible likeable girl of ten as 
the story opens, in a believable family. Her father is skeptical of dancing as a 
career and of Ann's scholastic training at the school. With Ann and her classmates 
one experiences the hopes which are often dashed because of physical limitations -- 
the arch of a foot, the turn of a knee, a sudden spurt in growth. Ann's acceptance 
at the school, the years of effort, of physical and emotional strain which try her 
before she becomes not a star, but a useful member of the corps de ballet,provide a 
very real reader experience. Not every child cares about the dance. But some do in- 
tensely. For those children this should be a fulfilling book. The author has been 
a BBC television producer and was responsible for many successful ballet programs. 


(10/7. LC: 57-10349) 


Steele, William 0. Harcourt, Brace 
DANIEL BOONE'S ECHO $2.50 


Nervous and quaking Aaron Adamsdale reluctantly accompanied Daniel Boone to 
Kentucky, - although he knew full well that the Sling-Tailed Galootis and the One-Horned 
Sumpple lay in wait for him. How Aaron learned to conquer his fears on this journey is 
a succession of tall tales told in Cumberland Gap dialect. Outstanding tall tales rest >. @ 
an overwhelming weight of consequences on the shoulders of a fragile and far-fetched 
premise, without toppling reader credibility. Here this tenuous balance is achieved 
only sporadically. The edges between fact and fantasy are nebulous and a little unsatis- 
fying. Dialect is as mercurial a problem as are tall tales, though the two often go 
hand in hand. Here dialect impedes clarity and will probably constitute a reading 
problem. This just misses the target hit by such "stretchers" as Pecos Bill. Not 
Steele's forte. Illustrated in black and white by Nicolas. (Publ. LC: 57-9741) 
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Forsee, Aylesa Lippincott 
TOO MUCH DOG $3.00 


Another boy-dog story, set now in Ladrusa, New Mexico. Fidel was American born 
but his family followed Spanish customs. The handling of dialogue slows narrative inter- 
est here, for Fidel's family belabor English -- usually with fairly difficult vocabulary. 
Brather Mateo, a Marine, taught little Fidel judo. Fidel wanted a dog desperately. When 
a Dalmation appeared in the little village, Fidel took care of him. But a bandido stole 
a march on Fidel and claimed a reward by turning the dog over to its owner. Later when 
Fidel went with Grandfather to work in Colorado orchards, the bandido stole from the boy 
again. Still later Fidel puts judo to use to capture the bandido. Ultimately Fidel has 
his heart's desire -- a collie -- and his family looks to a bright future on a ranch. 
Plotting is somewhat disorganized: the reader identifies himself first with the Dalma- 
tion, so that the collie seems anticlimactic. Of regional interest. (10/16. LC:57-10327) 


DeJong, David Cornel Parnassus 
THE SEVEN SAYINGS OF MR. JEFFERSON Cloth; $2.75 


Mr. Jefferson was a parrot. When Miss Terraberry left him at the pet shop he 
heard her name her destination - "Nassau". His owner approved six of his sayings, but 
was sceptical of the seventh - a Dutch expression. Spieling his seven sayings as he 
goes, Mr. Jefferson escapes from his cage and sets out to find Miss Terraberry. The 
peripatetic parrot saves a lady from an alligator; arouses the townspeople as he lodges 
in the steeple and shouted for help, that he was robbed; and precipitates a truck driver 
into a trip toward Nassau. When the talkative parrot finds his mistress again, on ship- 
board, she finds that his seventh saying is not as bad as she'd feared, for the Dutch 
skipper translates. Illustrations are in three colors by Mildred Sophie Porter. Each 
sequence devolves on the misinterpretation consequent to one of the parrot's seven say- 
ings. Mr. Jefferson is a comical bird-character whose adventures will appeal not to 
every child, but to some. The text is too substantial for usual read-aloud procedures so 
independent reading is its goal, for eight, nine, ten year olds. (10/25.) 


Henry, Marguerite Rand McNally 
BLACK GOLD $2.95 


* Those children who like sad stories ... those who like true stories ... those 
who love horse stories ... will all find satisfaction in Marguerite Henry's life story 
of Black Gold, that real stallion who won the fiftieth anniversary of the Run for the 
Roses at Kentucky Derby. His owner, Al Hoots, bought U-see-it, Black Gold's mother, 
naively entered her in a claiming race, then threatened to shoot an agent who took ad- 
vantage of a gentleman's agreement not to buy her. Hoots was barred from race tracks; 
U-see-it was struck from the Thoroughbred Registry. But her foal, Black Gold, sired by 
Black Toney, was admitted to the Register, became the raison-d'etre of Hanley Webb, his 
bald-headed, lonely, bow-legged, elderly trainer and of J.D. Mooney the teen aged jockey 
who coaxed the spirited stallion down the track to glory. But after success in the Derby, 
Black Gold developed a quarter crack in her foot. Without an operation there could be no 
more victory wreaths. J.D. rooted for the operation; Webb blocked it -- lived to regret 
it when the horse's ankle snapped at Churchill Downs. A winner this. (11/14. LC:57-14557) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Cooke, David C. Dodd, Mead 
HOW ATOMIC SUBMARINES ARE MADE $1.95 


A timely topic treated photo-journalistically follows the 19 months of prepara- 
tion, engineering, mock-ups and foundry work which led up to the words, "Underway on 
atomic power", wired by Captain Eugene Wilkinson, skipper of the Nautilus, to shore from 
the Thames River, near Groton, Connecticut, January 17, 1955. The direct treatment of 
this dramatic weapon of war is a broad outline, rather than detailed reporting. -There's 
a cross-sectional view of the Nautilus and a punchy impressionistic suggestion of the 
ingenuity and compression involved. (One pound of uranium produces as much heat as 2,300 
tons of coal. The submarine chassis -- without the atomic engine -- cost $29,000,000.) 
Vocabulary and approach are beamed accurately for the target. High-voltage. (Publ. 

Le: 57-12133) 
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Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
$2.75 


Wise, William- SILVERSMITH OF OLD NEW YORK - The values of this introductory 
book of the Covenant Series, which supplies background for American youngsters on the 
achievements of Jewish personalities in American history, are sound. Myer Myers lived 
in New York prior to and during the Revolution. His spiritual journey as he serves 
as an apprentice to an untalented silversmith, who claims credit for the boy's talents, 
as he slowly achieves recognition as a master craftsman, as he loses his father, falls 
in love, marries Elkalah Cohen, enjoys twelve brief years with her, then mourns her 
sudden death,- is one of rebellion against God's will and final acceptance. A second 
marriage to Joyce Mears, a slow blooming love enriched by six children, assuages his 
bitterness. Myer. and ‘his wife cast their lot with the rebels and flee New York. After 
years of exile in Philadelphia, they resume their life in New York where Myer reminds 
Governor Clinton of the privations suffered by Jews during the war years and fights 
for the maintenance of civil rights for all. The narrative is readable, the charac- 
ters believable, the type is large. Not confined to any sect, in interest. (November? 
LC: 57-10859) 


Covenant Series 


Wills, Royal Barry Houghton, Mifflin 
TREE HOUSES Cloth; $3.50 


*# Few mortgaged property-owners ever achieve the content of Fortune's favor- 
ites -- the builders of tree-huts. Royal Barry Wills, one of the nation's more popu- 
lar architects, has conceived a (jimdandy book for both boys and girls. Step by step 
he shows how to construct a safe tree hut. His highly original format solves the 
problems of those who have one tree, two trees or three trees to work with. He in- 
cludes an ambitious long-range scheme in which several youngsters started with a tree 
hut and over successive summers put a foundation under it. The tree hut grew into a 
sound dwelling, which eventually became a residence for a married couple. The draw- 
ings are so appealing and informative that adults will enjoy it too. A lovely book 
to handle which will surely make its enduring place on library shelves and under 
Christmas trees. The black and white drawings by the author and Charles H. Crombie 
make this really a young builder's manual. Aspiring youngsters will love this. 

A natural. (Publ. LC: 57-8902) 


Osmond, Edward | Oxford 
ANIMALS OF THE WORLD: Volume II $2.25 


Kangaroos, reindeer, beavers, whales interest Edward Osmond in this second 
volume about animals of the world. The author's illustrations are representational 
studies. He has been selective in approach, choosing facts about these creatures 
which would appeal to children. And the vocabulary is suitable for upper elementary 
grades. A small sized, terse description of four disparate animals. Illustrations 
are black and white. (Publ. ) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Eiseman, Alberta & Dodd, Mead 
Sladkus, Ingrid . $2.75 
MONICA The Story of a Young Magazine Apprentice 


* A little more incisive than the run-of-the-mill vocational story for teens, 
this follows the progress of Monica Cole, who enters and survives in the Madison Avenue 
publishing world. After a summer as aide-de-campe on Living Today, a periodical, her 
family wants her to enter college full time. But she decides to accept a promotion as 
secretary to the Entertainment Editor. There are vocational roadblocks in Monica's 
path. Her ascension is counter-balanced with obstacles, disappointments, as her fic- 
tion manuscript is rejected by Editor Willard Kimball, sophisticated man-about-town, 
who dates and dazzles Monica. The dual strain of job-and-college set her back with 
minor illness and there is a letdown as early hopes of promotion prove unfounded. Only 
hard work and the customary turn-over of personnel bring Monica a by-line. Her crush 
on Kimball dissolves in the more satisfying relationships with younger men. A not dis- 
torted view of the editorial world- with behind the scenes glimpses for non-New Yorkers, 
of an apartment-dwelling city family. (11/4. LC: 57-12284) 
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Stevenson, Malcolm | Dodd, Mead 
RADAR TROUBLE SHOOTER $2.75 


George Wilson's two years in the U.S. Air Force, his training, barracks life, 
study, fun off and on the base, duty in England and romance with Madelaine Cottrell are 
the central themes here. But one leaves the story with the feeling that nothing much 
happened. Success comes fairly easily to George as a radar mechanic. He meets and woos 
milady -- again with little conflict. No great obstacles overcome, little exciting ad- 
venture, a fairly pedestrian romance. It reads a little like an Air Force indoctrination 
pamphlet. (11/25. LC: 57-11403) 


Lambert, Janet Dutton 
MYSELF AND I $2.75 


* At eighteen Susan Jordan - of the jovial and justly popular Jordan family 
(settled in a pleasant old house in the Hudson River Valley)- weighs the stirrings of 
her own need for individuality against family loyalties. Susan jeopardizes her chance 
at a life of her own in the local book shop, when Tippy Parrish, her sister-in-law, needs 
someone to drive with her to Fort Knox. There, madcap Lieutenant Bobby Parrish woos her 
with a giant hoax. Susan resists Bobby, returns home determined to work and attend Hunter 
College part time. Again family needs come first. Her widowed General father offers a 
trip to the Orient. Susan- ever the "willow"- yields. Susan doesn't really make much 
progress in maintaining her rights as an individual- never becoming the "oak" she was 
determined to be. But she is ever a gentle dependable heroine, putting family first. 
Girls should find much to consider here, for the problem itself is representative and 
thought-provoking. Believable, with just enough gloss to make the pages fly. (Publ.. 


LC: 57-12755) 


Hartwell, Nancy Holt 
MY LITTLE SISTER $3.00 

Francie, teen-aged daughter of Mr. Thorne, a florist, and her younger sister 
Tina, 13, are tugging hard at the parental apron strings as the story opens. Francine 
tells in a chatty first-person narrative of her meeting with Doug, a wounded veteran whom 
her father befriends at a local hospital. Doug stands by while Francie tumbles for Mike, 
another lonely serviceman at the hospital; and Tina allows Doug to take the blame for 
damage at their greenhouse which she and her date were responsible for. While Doug is 
rehabilitated through work with Mr. Thorne, Francie throws herself at Mike. Tina's reck- 
lessness terminates in a serious automobile accident. And Francie is chastened when Doug 
informs her that Mike is engaged. Teen-aged girls will probably cheer the inevitable 
happy ending as Doug and Francie pair off at the finale. Animated telling shores up the 
predictability ofthe plote Standard and adolescent. (11/?. LC: 57-11683) 


Elam, Richard M. Lantern 
TEEN AGE SUPER SCIENCE STORIES | $2.75 


Science fiction in short takes here -- with stories of twenty one-year-old 
Cadet Marshall Farnsworth in Phoenix, Arizona, 1975, about to take off as the first man 
into space; -- of Dr. Myron Lowenthal, cryptographer, who translated the strange docu- 
ments lost by one of the occupants of a flying saucer and his observations of Earth's 
inhabitants; -- of the ghost ship of space and a mercy flight to Luna. Richard Elam's 
earlier collection appeared in 1952. These are no more distinguished than their pre- 
decessor - report on p> 340, 1952. As weightless as outer space. (10/15. LC:57-8908) 


Furman, A.L.- Ed. Lantern 
TEEN AGE HUMOROUS STORIES $2.75 


Many of the stories here appeared earlier in Boys Life. There are popular 
authors toc- B.J. Chute, Tom Person, Charles Coombs, Howard M. Brier and others. But 
they didn't seem at all amusing to us. Or well written. The situations described are 
improbable situations setting up straight men for predictable custard-pie comedowns. 
Almost all the stories center on the adolescent male at odds with the universe, his 
. family, his peers. But they all have a hollow ring of forced laughter. Tasteless. There 
is surely a place for a well-done collection of comic material. These stories are illus- 
trated in black and white by Frank E. Vaughn. Below Lantern standards. (10/15. LC:57-8907) 
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Floethe, Louise Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
A YEAR TO REMEMBER $2.75 


* A Swiss boarding school for girls, correct, strict, demanding and cosmo- 
politan, sets the scene for a rare teen-age novel, never banal, with fully realized 
characters. No mass-produced assembly line story for teens, this is another first- 
person narration -- of Elise Leonard, hale, hearty American and 16, somewhat undis- 
ciplined, plunged into the formality of Europe's dignity and decorum. Her class- 
mates, an American troubled by her father's second marriage, European girls who 
scoff at American ways and her verboten though harmless flirtation with Jim, an 
American boy, her clandestine correspondence and gay adventure with him on the 
school tour of Venice, the classic grandeur of Rome,- all communicate with validity 
one innocent's experiences abroad. Elise's reunion with her mother marks a mile- 
stone as the girl accepts and submits to the positive values of an alien code which 
had seemed austere earlier. Told with finesse. (10/22. LC: 57-11654) 


Hill, Lorna Nelson 
THE LITTLE DANCER $2.75 


Annette Dancy, 15, a student at Monsieur George's ballet school, was the 
daughter of an impoverished Northumberland clergyman's widow. The little dancer 
was one of three candidates for the role of the Little Match Girl, a ballet adapta-— 
tion, prepared for competition for the Cecetti Casket, a national award. As Annette 
wins the chance to dance the role she is offered in a film contract in Hollywood. 
But remembering the experiences of Jamie, who had appeared in an earlier minor 
ballet film, Cock o' the North, Annette turns down the contract, despite its finan- 
cial promise. The reader feels a little dissatisfied with Annette's unresolved 
relationships to Jamie and Angus, a home-town suitor. There is a pleasant glow 
to the telling of the tale, a sense of knowing the little dancer and her devotion 
to her art. (Publ. LC: 57-10021) 


Kisinger, Grace Gelvin Nelson 
MORE THAN GLAMOUR $2.75 


* Kathy MucCullough, represents the girl around the corner -- a non-U type. 
Lee Carstairs, whom Kathy emulates for a time, is the poised, self-possessed belle- 
of-the-ball type, who is alternately cool, then patronizingly friendly to Kathy. 
For a time Kathy subscribes to the gang-minded mores of Lee's crowd, envying them 
the prosperity which their fathers' incomes assure and their magnetism for local 
boys. Kathy sees an object lesson when the extravagance of another demanding girl, 
Midge Patton, helped to drive her father, Mr. Patton, to embezzlement and ultimate 
family disgrace. Lee's advice almost undermines Kathy's romance with Jim Kearns, 
who weathers her mercurial progress toward maturity. (Publ. LC: 57-10022) 


Heuman, William Steck 
ROCKY MALONE , $2.00 


It's been a poor season for the sports stories league. This is a fair 
candidate. If it doesn't pile up touchdowns, at least it scores in hardy. fashion. 
A scholarship from Warwick Mansfield, a settlement house benefactor and football 
devotee, transplanted Rocky Malore from West Side poolrooms to the Cornwall campus 
for a football scholarship. On-the-defensive Rocky bridled at teammate Lance 
Corbett - a supercilious ivy league type. Suddenly Warwick Mansfield died -- 
as - coincidentally- a sports writer observed a hood offering Rocky a deal. Scraps 
and skirmishes on the gridiron happened before Rocky and Lance forget the differ- 
ences between haves-and have-nots in team spirit. No girls in this story -- so 
it's strictly male. (Publ. LC: 57-12650) 
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Winston 
ALABAMA RAIDER $2.75 


Midshipman Tim Moore was assigned to the Confederate steam cruiser Alabama . 7 
serving under gallant Captain Semmes. Once under way, Tim's integrity was brought under 
a shadow as Clint Stokes and Rodell Carney -- in league with the Yankees, juggled inven- 
tory figures of ship's stores for which Tim was accountable. Though the raider destroyed 
or drove off one half of Yankee commerce, outwitting the enemy under formidable odds, 

Tim again came under suspicion as an unexplained fire broke out in the hold 10 minutes 
after he completed an inspection. The Xearsage delivered the death blow to the Alabama, 
though Tim and some of his shipmates escaped. The conspiracy which had sabotaged her 
brought doom to Stokes and the story ends with the suggestion that Tim will clear his 
name. A story of loyalty to the Confederacy at sea, this has an uncomplicated plot and 
enough action to interest most teen aged boys. Large type face makes it look younger. 
Illustrated by Harve Stein. (Publ. LC: 57-10193) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Euller, John Abelard -Schuman 
ARCTIC WORLD $2.75 


Spanning the years between that ironic and dramatic week when Cook and Peary 
both claimed discovery of the North Pole, 1909, and establishment of our defensive DEW- 
line, the distant early warning system manned by watchers on remote mountain tops eschew- 
ed even by Eskimos, John Euller's report is potent. Trailbreakers Nansen, Stefansson, 
Amundsen are here. The people of the caribou country and the far North, the Copper Peo- 
ple, the Pot Stoned People, the Seal People - how they survive - are covered. The first 
Arctic flights, Andree's disastrous balloon ascension in 1897, establishment of weather 
stations, the improvements in methods of exploration and survival are sub-themes in this 
broad general picture of the Arctic as a pivotal point in world affairs. Illustrated 
with photographs and maps. (11/7. LC: 57-10287) - 





Anderson, Betty Baxter 





Zarchy, Harry | Crowell 
WHEEL OF TIME $2.75 


* Time -- as we measure it, as the ancients divided it -- is explained lucidly 
here. The lunar calendars of Babylonia and Greece, the solar calendar of Egypt, the 
remarkable calendar of the Mayans, which agreed with the later Gregorian, the sweeping 
reforms of Julius Caesar inaugurated when the confusing system in use was three months 
in error, are all covered. The Gregorian calendar, its strengths and weaknesses, is 
clarified with detailed reports on the controversial thirteen-month and world calendars. 
Astronomy and navigation, hour glasses and watches as they relate to time-keeping are 
part of inner workings here. Illustrated by Rene Martin. (11/15. LC: 57-10282) 


Illustrated True Books Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. $2.95 


Note: The publishers state that an incorrect LC appears in The Illustrated 
True Book of American Railroads. It would be wiser to order this 
item by title, rather than LC number. The Library of Congress 
numbers given below are correct. 


* Webb, Robert N.- THE ILLUSTRATED TRUE BOOK OF AMERICAN RAILROADS (LC:57-10566) 
* Strong, Charles S.- THE STORY OF-AMERICAN SAILING SHIPS (LC: 57-10567) 


Two sterling additions to a fine series, the illustrations in these vigorous & 
newcomers earmark them as research volumes, as potential visual aids tools and as suste- 

nance for the boy with special interests. The format of both books is inviting, hand- 

some and readable. Stirring big pictures add zest. The leading railroads have con- 

tributed a wealth of photographs and old prints which ada@ immeasurably to the "period" 

feeling running through successive eras -- from the first primitive experiments with 
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locomotives, through the linking of the transcontinental railroad. American history 
rides the rails -- in the chapters on Indian attacks, in the stories of the capital- 
ists who shaped the nation's economy with railroad ties. A “roundhouse roundup”, 

The Illustrated True Book of American Railroads shows us Abraham Lincoln in the midst 
of war finding time to investigate gauge dimensions and decide in favor of the new 
ht. 8-3" gauge; not too much later, the arrival of his funeral train at West Phila- 
delphia Station. We see Chinese workers on the West Coast, Irish on the East, link- 
ing two coasts with rails. Adventurous boys should love the stories of the great 
train robberies. There is a glossary of railroad slang and a suggested bibliography 
as well as chronological maps showing railway development...Superb drawings by Gordon 
Grant and H.B. Vestal hail the equally fine sea-swept history of great American ves- 
sels; of schooners, sloops, whalers; of great naval engagements in The Story of 
American Sailing Ships. Iron men and wooden ships and their part in America's his- 
tory, told with spanking illustrations and memorable style. 


Allen, Betty & Briggs, Mitchell Pirie Lippincott 
MIND YOUR MANNERS $3.50 


Setting teen-agers off on the path of poise, propriety and promptness re- 
quires the answers provided in this compact compendium. Introductions and corres- 
pondence are covered well with suggestions for observance of unobtrusive conduct and 
appropriate behaviour on dates, as a house guest, as a traveler, on the telephone, 
and in business. It devotes a little attention to religious ceremonies, funerals, 
weddings, etc., which teen-agers encounter as well as their elders. The tone is 
commendable, treating etiquette with gravity. Of course, seeing that this book 
reaches the girls and boys who need it most is a problem. Certainly there is the 
need for emphasis on acceptable codes of conduct. Perhaps librarians can place this 
where it will do the most good. Illustrated with sketches in black and white and 
color by Constance 0. Moran and Charles Malcolm Allen. (10/16. LC: 57-6385) 


Bakeless, Katherine and John Lippincott 
THEY SAW AMERICA FIRST $3.95 


* "In ships, longboats, keelboats, pirogues" ... they came to exploit and lay 
claim to the Old World. The supreme adventurers, major and minor, who made known the 
continental wilderness are surveyed in a rich volume, vigorous with detail. Because 
the Spanish were first to push inland earliest descriptions of North America are 
theirs. Much of the material here comes from their accounts -- we see De Soto cutting 
off the noses of the Indians for entertainment and rejoice that the news announcements 
which were printed announcing Columbus' discovery are still extant. As the explorer 
saw America we see it here and marvel that the Indian grapevine formed a communica- 
tions network which kept widely separated Alarcon informed of Coronado's doings. 
Though the type face is fine, it is not formidable. This might be an excellent chal- 
lenging tool for the boy or girl in upper elementary classes who is precocious and 
eager -- the youngster who easily surmounts hurdles too high for his peers. In toto 
it is geared for high school reading. Sources of the material are not credited. 

Some of the material is speculative reconstruction from Indian legends telling of 
these first white vagabonds. Ill'd. (10/30.) 


Evers, Alf . Lippincott 
SELECTIVE SERVICE: 4 Guide to the Draft $2.95 


This explanation of the mechanics of the Selective Service Act and its oper- 
ation through 84 Federal Districts gives step-by-step procedural data on the four steps 
awaiting the young man who reaches 18:- registration, classification, examination and 
delivery for induction. Although this informs the prospective inductee of the paper 
work awaiting him, of the differences between local boards, of the relative importance 
of several factors in his background, the author has devoted too great a proportion 
of a relatively short book to telling how he came to write it. Probably more young 
men would find Draftee'’s Confidential, on the adult list, of broader interest, 


(Indiana University Press, p. 515.) (10/30. LC: 57-11335) 
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Ross, Frank Jr. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
WORLD OF ENGINEERING $3.00 


A vocational survey of the engineering world with the aptitudes required and 
a summary of the scope of the responsibilities of the tributary branches; construction, 
hydraulic, sanitation, transportation, electrical, mechanical and chemical,- this is at- 


tuned to an age of specialization. Although there is not a specific wage scale included, 


this may not be an important omission, since the validity of such tables fluctuates 
rapidly today. There is a professional attitude throughout, with emphasis on the neces- 
sity for integrity and an appeal for newcomers to an understaffed field. Introductory 
chapters explore briefly outstanding engineering landmarks of Feypt, Greece, and the 
ancients. For vocational guidance. (11/11. ) 


Galus, Henry S. Macrae-Smith 
CHARTING YOUR COURSE: 4A Vocation Guidebook for Boys $3.75 


* High school boys vacillating vocationally may find lifelines in this survey 
approach to the pros, cons and educational preparation for careers in feeding, shelter- 
ing, informing, educating, servicing, transporting and helping people. The personality 
traits conducive to success and happiness in each field are summarized. There is a 
salary scale for each occupation or profession and a bibliography for further reading. 
Extensive in scope and stimulating in approach, this is addressed to boys, but will 
probably also be of interest to vocational guidance workers and teachers. (10/2. 

LC: 57-12006) 


Riedman, Sarah R. Nelson 
ANTOINE LAVOISIER $2.75 


e e « is considered the father of modern chemistry. Born in 1743, a man of 
omnivorous interests, he conducted experiments to explain combustion. He clarified the 
composition of water; determined the role of oxygen in the body's fuel consumption; re- 
placed alchemical nomenclature with the present system; served as director of the Grand 
Arsenal -- and lost his head to the guillotine in 1794. A biography of a major scien- 
tific life to dovetail with initial chemistry courses this sets forth clearly the se- 
quence of events in his life, placing his achievements in correct relationship to his 
times, to the politics of his day, to science a-borning. Cohesive and coherently told. 
Illustrated by Robert Foster. (Publ. LC: 57-10023) 


Stoutenberg, Adrien Parnassus 
WILD ANIMALS OF THE FAR WEST Cloth; $3.50 


Ninety four animals of the far West are described and pictured in sepia and 
black. Tracking marks of the animals are also given, recalling a characteristic of many 
of Ernest Thompson Seton's works. Wild life of the mountain, valley, desert and ocean 
is here.. The format is clean and uncluttered, serving the causes of both natural his- 
tory and art. Since there has been a need for such a book for some time, many libraries 


del Ray, lester Winston 
ROCKETS THROUGH SPACE $3.95 


Science fiction's Lester del Ray telescopes man's penetration to date into 
outer space and prognosticates about paths to the planets. In our lifetime man will not 
go further than the planets. Nature does not abhor vacuums -- in fact the Universe is 


chiefly composed of vacuums. There is no impressive danger to space ships from meteorites 
as science fiction has contended. One has an uneasy feeling with a science fiction writer 
doing a factual report that the line between what is positively established about the fu- 


ture and what is speculative and probable may not be clearly delineated. However, there 
is a wealth of surmise and suggestion in the space trips to come. Will man be able to 
pilot the ships devised through a vacuum in which there is no convection, no sound, in 


and book shops west of the Rockies should welcome it. Illustrated by Ruth Robbins. (10/15) 




























@ 
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which the lack of "up" and “down" and the imbalance may so affect his inner ear that 
convulsions ensue? The author describes the establishment of the first space station 
-- at 1075 miles above Earth's surface. Men in the airless cargo hold of the final 
of three pickaback rockets disgorge materials into space -- where it travels in an 
orbit beside the rocket. Then the men themselves, powered by little hand rockets, 
assemble the coded sections of the space platform. The speculations and predictions 
are absorbing and provocative: they might carry more weight, however, under the by- 
line a authority. Illustrated by James Heugh in full color. (Publ. 
LC: 57- 


Icenhower, Capt. Joseph B. 3 Winston 
MAN AGAINST THE UNKNOWN $3.95 


The child eager to know everything about great expeditions and voyages of 


exploration will find most of what he wants to know in this extensive account. The 


land masses and seas of our globe are the focal point here - not the atmosphere about 
it. In addition to the major figures whom most children will encounter in school 
texts, there are those lesser figures -- winners and losers - who pitted their mor- 
tality against the unknown. Spliced in a narrative of sustained interest rich in 
human interest are the stories of sea going daredevils, Magellan, Balboa and Captain 
Cook, and epics of Polar fortitude in the accomplishments of Scott, Amundsen, Shackle- 
ton and Byrd. There are dark chapters of African exploration, of the Tuareg, Ashanti 
and Dahomeyares tribesmen between Mungo Park, Richard Livingstone, Rene Caillie, John 
Speke, and their dreams of discovery. Impressive chronicles of courage. Illustrated 
by W. Emerton Heitland in full color. (Publ. LC: 57-10192) 


Scheele, William E. World 
PREHISTORIC MAN AND THE PRIMATES $4.95 


A third volume by William Scheele, director of the Cleveland Museum of Na- 
tural History, is a scholarly reference work, divided into three sections. First the 
author compares man and the apes with other primates, pointing out the superior attri- 
butes which distinguish the higher mammals. He explains the biological classification 
of men and gives background on anthropology's uses, goals and methods. The second 
section pictures and describes other primates -- tree shrews, loris, pottos, galagoes, 
lemuroids, tarsiers,monkeys and other higher apes. Then he treats of man, first as 
a primitive, evolving progressively through the stages of the ice age, domesticating 
animals, becoming finally a craftsman. Maps and numerous illustrations depict ana- 
tomical details and categorize the primary racial stocks. Drawings and diagrams, by 
the author, are black and white, large scale -- more anthropological than decorative. 
Not for use before high school - a reference work for the college student, too. 

(Publ. LC: 57-7403) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Tatham, Julie Campbell Coward-McCann 
TO NICK FROM JAN $3.00 


The publisher tags this for twelve-to sixteen: the theme and innuendoes 
make it a better candidate for late teens. A light, quite entertaining novel, strict- 
ly improbable with happy endings all round, this has a glib, slick, facile quality 
which will entertain sophisticated teen audiences. Seventeen year old Jan's upper 
economic strata family hit the economic rocks temporarily. Their big Hudson River 
Valley household, comprising beautiful older sister Liz, and three lively brothers, 
learn to tighten their belts and pitch in to run the household and gardens while their 
parents are away on business. Mac, Jan's older brother, is involved with a question- 
able girl, while Liz alternately is attracted and repelled by Colby, a sturdy worth- 
while character who runs a neighboring horse ranch. Nick, Jan's hero, is a rich young 
man, whose hand was crippled in the war. As Jan helps him to learn to use his hand, 
he helps her with writing. This will probably have strong pull for girls who feel 
they've reached the sophisticated age; too, many middle class types will vicariously 
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enjoy the aura of privilege surrounding Jan's milieu. It's pat; it's unlikely’ girls 
will like it and it will probably sell. The three romances end happily as these upper- 
class adolescents mature. (Publ. LC: 57-12203) e 


O'Neal, Cothburn Crown 
UNTOLD GLORY $3.50 


-e. unsung too, is. the dedication of Felicia Lee Cary Thornton Shover to the 
man she loves- and because of him to the Confederate cause. A former Virginia belle, now 
the young widow of a General, Mrs. Shover - now in Memphis - loses her heart to Dr. Rex 
Foster who baits her, underrates her help at his hospital. His love for her admitted, 
she follows him behind the lines, then smuggles medicines to the Confederates. Stigma- 
tized as a Tennessee Tory, she carries on throughout the war, then learns of her doctor's 
death at its close. (Full report on p. 753- 11/7. LC: 57-12817) 


Gallico, Paul Doubleday 
THOMASINA: The Enchanted Cat $3.95 


The children in this tale are the most successful characters in a blend of 
story and fantasy: - red-headed seven year old Mary Ruadh, whose heart was entwined about 
her cat, Thomasina; Georgie McNabb, to whom an adult's "I'll think about it" meant for- 
gotten - so Georgie dared to take his grief to the "Red Witch", Lori, who was too other- 
worldly for complete credence. But the central figure is Thomasina, injured, chloro- 
formed and thrown out for dead, buried with great ceremony by the children, mourned to 
the point of death by his desolate little mistress - and returned, driven by that strange 
instinct of home going that dominates some creatures... An aura of mystery and faith. 
(Full report on p. 754 12/5. LC: 57-13018) 


Warren, Joyce Harper & 
PEACOCKS AND AVARICE $3.50 


* The author of Our Glad (1956), a novel, portrays life in Derbyshire with parents 
and assorted relatives and neighbors. Random and reminiscent are the pictures of a clergy- 
man's household - proper but peculiar - in which bugles were blown to collect the family; 

a houseman commited suicide in a Venetian bed; peacocks, pampered and personality con- 
scious, adorned the lawns and terraces; pets necessitated a small girl's higher economics; 
bellringers formed a special guild. The rectory at Whately was dour and forbidding. These 
and other scenes from the past linked to the present make a up transatlantic transfer 
which is imbued with a charming joy. Illustration by Tony Walton. (Full -report on ‘p.752. 
11/13.LC: 57-11803) 


Laughton, Charles- /d. McGraw -Hill 
TELL ME A STORY $5.00 


-e. From the repertoire of raconteur Laughton, a sample of fable, fancy and en- 
chantment. Laughton's taste gently colors the collection as classifications indicate -- 
Haunting Stories; Story Paintings; Day Dreams; Stained Glass and Stone. Sherwood Ander- 
son, Dorothy Canfield, Fisher, Sarah Orne Jewett, Ray Bradbury, Thomas Wolfe, Thurber and 
Chesterton are among the favorite contributors along with. Saki, Dorothy Parker, Tennessee 
Williams and Dylan Thomas, Lafcadio Hearn, Dickens and de Maupassant. Each selection is 
prefaced by an amusing aside -- extending a personal invitation to its audience. (Full 
report on p. 753. 12/12. LC: 57-12586) 


Wilson, Dorothy- 4d. Prentice-Hall e 
THE FAMILY CHRISTMAS BOOK $2.95 


An excellent collection of Christmas stories, with just enough of the tradi- 
tional to satisfy those who want their Christmas that way - and enough with a modern 
touch to give it an offbeat value. Christmas wouldn't be Christmas without its mead of 
sentiment - so one forives the happy ending slant to even the modern stories and welcomes 
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the originality, the humor, the sound emotional values. There are a few- very few- 
familiar stories. Here are Dorothy Canfield Fisher's J Thought I Heard Them Singing 
with its wonderful tribute to another love; W.D. Howell's cautionary Christmas Fvery 
Day. Men will like 4 Pig for Christmas. Nostalgia with an appeal to fundamental 
values. (Full report on p. 752. 11/1.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Adams, J. Donald- fd. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
TRIUMPH OVER ODDS $6.00 


A creative job of selection and editing, this is an anthology of records 
of "man's unconquerable spirit". Mr. Adams, known for years as the editor of the 
N.Y. Times Book Review has brought together deathless reminders of the ways in which 
man can rise to sublime heights. From the Bible, from the classic historians, he 
silhouettes figures who still stand for incredible achievements. At times the 
pieces he has chosen compass ordeals both physical and spiritual - as in Dunkirk 
and Bataan, in Powell's descent of the Colorado. For those who like tales of 
achievement. (Full report on p. 757. Publ.. LC: 57-7568) 


Laves, Walter H.C. & Indiana Univ. Press 
Thomson, Charles A. $7.50 
UNESCO: Purpose, Progress, Prospects 


Reporting on UNESCO, confined to the decade 1946-56, the authors, both one 
time members of UNESCO, descibe a truly amazing number of contributions to the better- 
ment of mankind. From the restoration of oil paintings to the establishment of 
"radio schools" - to the investigation of the social causes of mental illness, UNESCO 
covers a wide range. A substantial reading public will welcome a beautifully complete 
account of the gradual formation of policy and world wide implementation of varied 
programs and services. (Full report on p. 762. 11/30. LC: 57-10728) 


Abernethy, Cecil McGraw-Hill 
MR. PEPYS OF SEETHING LANE . $5.50 


Neither, history nor biography, this is an attempt to wrest from the ex- 
tensive diary of Samuel Pepys, the story of this tailor's son who became Secretary 
of the Affairs of the Admiralty during the Restoration of Charles II. Pepys, a 
Latin scholar at Cambridge, held his own with the lords of the Admiralty. The sights 
and smells of democratic, mercantile 17th century London town, the shops, peddlers 
and boatsmen are highlighted realistically. The politics of the era from Cromwell 
to William of Orange is the backdrop for a man very much of his time - the time of 
change-over from medieval ways. A charming book for those interested in the Restora- 
tion. (Full report on p. 760. 11/4. LC: 57-12887) 


Woods, Ralph L.- éd. David McKay 
A TREASURY OF FRIENDSHIP $6.95 


The editor of several previous anthologies winnows from the writings of 
250 authors a collection of memorable, pleasant and profound thoughts on Friendship. 
His sources are the poets - Browning, Coleridge, Byron, Tennyson, Pope and Thomas 
Gray; the philosophers -- Plato, Aristotle, Cicero; essayists of the past -- Montaigne, 
Emerson, Samuel Johnson; significant contemporaries -- Helen Keller, Winston Churchill 
and a wealth of others. (Full report on p. 760. 11/8. LC: 57-11078) :: 


Palmer, R.R.- £d. Rand McNally 
ATLAS OF WORLD HISTORY | $6.95 


* This is a unique atlas presenting world history, jointly produced by a group 
of specialists, including a substantial text with accompanying maps, providing a con- 
tinuous story of world history, from the ancient maps of Ptolemy and Behaim to world 
maps of today. The maps tell their own story. A volume for quick reference in con- 
junction with the reading of biography, historical fiction and social studies. In 
size and weight, amazingly easy to handle. (Full report on p. 758. 10/28. LC: Map-57-4) 





782 (J-292) Non-fiction for Young Adults- continued October 15, 1957 


American Heritage Magazine, fd. of , Simon & Schuster 
THE AMERICAN HERITAGE BOOK OF GREAT HISTORIC PLACES $12.50 


* A sure candidate for honors in the holiday roundup, this is- more importantly, 
@ book that deserves a long life. Here in pictures, copies of prints, contemporary 
photographs (700 in all, with 154 in full color), maps, spot drawings, and an accompany- 
ing text, is a narrative of history as it happened and the places where it happened. An 
immense amount of information is packed into the pages; there is never forgotten a sense 
of how men lived and thought. Wherever you go, here is a book to enrich your under- 
standing and appreciation. (Full report on p. 766. Publ. LC: 57-11274) 


Huth, Hans Univ. of Calif. Press 
NATURE AND THE AMERICAN $7.50 


The author traces basic developments in this country which led to the conser- 
vation movement. In the colonial period nature was a burden to be overcome by the swing 
of an ax. Now depleted resources necessitate great conservation programs. The roles art, 
science, literature, politics and leisure played in the changed American outlook are 
traced and synthesized in well documented fashion. The uses of the American poets as 
impetus are included in the pattern of the whole movement. An attractive book, illus- 
trated with woodcuts, engravings, photographs and paintings. (Full report on p. 757. 
Publ. LC: 57-12393) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


643 (J-229) Gilmore, Edith S.- BETTY CARROLL'S ADVENTURE- Title omitted- Lothrop, Lee 

692 (J-242) Gilbert and Tarcov- YOUR NEIGHBOR CELEBRATES- Publisher is Friendly House. 

745 (J-271) Defoe, Daniel- ROBINSON CRUSOE- correct price for this and all [llustrated 
Classics is $3.95. Scribner. 


WELCOME TO A NEW SERVICE FOR LIBRARIANS 


The Children's Record Reviews, launched experimentally last Summer, is now a going 
concern, the country over. At the time of its initiation, there was’ no central listing 
of the available current recordings for children, no unbiased evaluative service. Since 
few libraries have facilities for adequate coverage through actual listening, or a large 
central collection of all recordings for children, some central listening service has 
been badly needed. 


The Children's Record Reviews will perform this listening service: for you; the reviews 
will be written by professional librarians and teachers with backgrounds in music, dance: 
and story telling, emphasis will be placed on content, quality, age range and use. And 
the results will be published in five issues a year (October, December, February, April, 
June) for subscribers paying the annual subscription of $10.00. 


I was told of this project last Winter, saw the Preview Issue in June, and learned in 
August that the reception justified the faith of Mrs. Elizabeth W. Thomson (of the 
Hewlett-Woodmere Library)and her aids in going ahead. We wish them luck- and are 
flattered that they tell us that our example helped pave the way. 


For details about the Service, write CHILDREN'S RECORD REVIEWS, Box 192, Woodmere, N.Y. 
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Note: With this issue we wind up the very few remaining titles to reach us for 1957. 
With the November ist issue, we begin reporting 1958. We regret that one title- a 

sure best seller- Taylor. Caldwell's THE SOUND OF THUNDER ((Doubleday)reached us after 
publication, by which time you would have seen reviews and have no need for. our reports. 
Do not overlook it, however, as it goes back to the mood and tempo of her. earlier work, 
and should help reinstate her in the popularity contest. 


Problematical- All - No Musts- No Dark Horses 


November 7 


Fairbairn, Douglas Simon & Schuster 
THE JOY TRAIN $3.50 


Jude Campbell's odyssey - told on two levels of time - traces his gradual 
emergence from the depths of his shame when his falsification of claims to being an 
artist with a touch of genius is discovered, to the point when no sacrifice is too 
great to prove himself potentially the artist he yearns to be. The story opens with 
his arrival at the hospital where he is to serve as a guinea pig for some dangerous 
experiments - his purpose to finance further art school studies with which his 

a estranged though patient parents had no sympathy. The reader follows him through 
the traumatic experience of the hospital; and flashbacks supply the missing story 
of his ignominy, his terrifed striving to win his parents' approval, his successive 
chances to board "the joy train" of an effortless road to an approved way of life - 
and his rejection. And, as the story draws to its close, his conflicts mount to a 
point of despair, he escapes from the hospital- and almost boards the bus that will 
take him back home- and then, once again, turns back to the rocky road to his goal. 
A strange tale, rather agonized in the telling- and not wholly successful in con- 
vincing this reader, at any rate, of Jude's chances of survival. (LC: 57-10975) 


November 14 


Manning, Olivia Abelard-Schuman 
A DIFFERENT FACE $3.50 


An extremely able- if rather chilly- examination of "the security of injury” 
as Hugo Fletcher, a man of middle years who has battened on the grievances of his 
youth, returns to Coldmouth- the dismal town of his childhood. There, to write off 
the many memories of inadequacy and insecurity which still possess him, he has bought 
into a boys' school- only to find that it will not be in operation since the head- 
master, Martyn, is insolvent after his son has run off with all funds- Fletcher's 
as well. Trapped there, in the damp, old house with the Martyns- Mrs. Martyn is a 
ravaged, aging actress, Fletcher revives the smarting recollections of his youthful 
failures and is for the first time ready to give up the protection they have afforded 
him- and move on.... Mrs. Manning is a cool and careful writer and if her novel is 
handicapped by a difficult theme and a difficult character- it is very well done. 


(LC: 57-11492 ) 
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November 21 


Singer, Isaac Bashevis Noonday 
Paper; $1.25 a 
GIMPEL THE FOOL And Other Stories Cloth; $3.50 


Twelve short stories stem from Jewish life in Poland and, while most have a 
folk-legend quality, there are a few which have a contemporary setting. Ritualistic 
practice colors them all. Some have appeared in English in magazines, two have been 
included in Yiddish anthologies; but this is the first collection of this writer's 
stories. Devils and imps bewitch and bewilder individuals and communities; a hungry 
old man is not defeated in making his way to a land where there is food; a rabbi grows 
strong in his beliefs; the last descendants of a long line of shoemakers do not lose 
their heritage when they emigrate to America; a grave digger becomes a beggar; a man 
who has had four wives is branded a wife killer; a simple man withstands the taunts 
of his neighbors and the betrayals of his wife; a divorced husband becomes the living 
dead.....Various translators have kept the simplicity and native characteristics of 
the stories which, in their sly mirroring of human frailties and their compassion for 
man's attempts to be strong, have a universal note. 


. December 27 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine Doubleday 
MIST OVER TALLA $3.00 


Relying more on emotion and suspense than in some of her earlier shock and 
scandal stories (Tali Headlines, The Judas Figures, The Singer. Not The Song, all with 
other publishers), this author here barebones the entanglements that Harriet Godden, e 
untrained, encounters when she answers an agony column request for a companion for 
Major Stewart's wife at Shap Hundred in Shropshire. There she finds lovely, young - 
and lost - Irish Liane whose sanity is doubted by friends and neighbors; she gets a 
clue to the periodic escapes that Liane attempts - and she falls ignominiously in 
love with Lead..... Liane's unworldliness brings guilt to Harriet when she first 
thinks of murder;in her efforts to cooperate with Lead's project to bring Liane up 
to her social and mental abilities she is the means, not of Liane's death but of injury 
to Lead. The sudden maturing of Liane, Lead's insistence, after Liane's death, that 
his attentions to Harriet meant nothing, confirm rather than destroy Harriet's belief 
that Lead will some day be hers. An unexperienced heroine in a first person tale does 
not maintain the drama of earlier books. (LC: 57-13020) 
















Mystery - Where have they gone? 









Brackett, Leigh Doubleday 
- AN EYE FOR AN EYE $2.95 







ee. and a wife for a wife, so figures Guthrie, a brutal psychotic, when he 
makes off with Carolyn, the wife of Ben, the lawyer who'd represented his wife- Lorene- 
in a divorce action against him. Ben, afraid to confide in the police, makes an amateur 
attempt to trace and trap Guthrie, fails, and finally- with their assistance- is able e 
to recover her- alive.... Again (The Tiger Among Us) ordinary people are derailed by a 
circumstance to provide some anxious, angry moments. Good. (LC: 57-13015) 














October 15, 1957 ee ..-.F ho Tt es -785- 
Season's End - a Not Too Impressive Roundup 


His name - and popularity in past years- will shark interest in Howard Fast'’s repud- 
iation of Communism,- THE NAKED GOD (Praeger). There will be intellectual snob ap- 
peal as a catalyst for. Colin Wilson's RELIGION AND THE REBEL (Houghton, Mifflin). 

And it is just possible you can capitalize on the immense popularity of INHERIT THE 
WIND to arouse more interest on the part of the lay public than would otherwise exist 
for ATTORNEY FOR THE DAMNED: Clarence Darrow in his Own Words, edited by Arthur 
Weinberg (Simon & Schuster). See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 


October 21 


Kuhn, Charles L. Harvard University Press 
GERMAN EXPRESSIONISM AND ABSTRACT ART $8.75 


Secessionists from the murky naturalist art of the Age of Bismarck united 
in Munich and Vienna before the turn of this century. Then 4rt Nouveau produced its 
own secessionists. Munch, Gaugin, and Van Gogh had their way with German painting - 
all imbuing nature with their own emotional attitudes. Expressionism dominated in 
a reaction against Impressionism (1906-1915). As the Fauves revolted in Paris, Die 
Brucke and the later group Der Blaue Reiter came into their own. Too, recognition 
of the Deutsche Wekstatte and its high quality of machine-made objects delineated 
@ movement which would have aftermath in the years between the wars. World War I 
fired other offshoots of individualism as well as movements of despair -- dadaism; 
and of significant achievement -- in the foundation of Gropius' Bauhaus at Weimar. 

As political nationalism arose, artistic exodus began -- to the benefit of the 
United States artistically. Beckman, Feininger and Kokoschka, Gropius, Mies van 

der Rohe, Moholy-Nagy emigrated. From the munificence of the Harvard collections 
examples trace these movements and show the achievements of German artists and others 
who felt their influence. Paul Klee, Oskar Kokoschka, Wilhelm Lehmbruck, George 
Grosz, Lyonel Feininger, Emil Nolde and Kathe Kollwitz speak of these years in their 
woodcuts, water colors, oils, and sculptures. All works shown, with the exception 
of the frontispiece and the jacket, are in black and white. The orderly chrono- 
logical arrangement of text and of the impressive catalogue of reproductions is 
helpful in delineating Germany's artistic cycles. An impressive restrospective 
gathering -- this is an important artistic commentary for the serious painter and 
for the art shelves of libraries which specialize at all in fine art books. (LC:57-8621 ) 


October 29 


Outdoor. Life- Eds. of Barnes 
OUTDOOR LIFE'S GALLERY OF NORTH AMERICAN GAME $12.50 


A gallery of sportsmen writers set forth the habits and distribution of ani- 
mals and birds of North America. Large in format, there are full page illustrations 
in color by Francis Lee Jacques, staff artist of the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, capturing fauna for the hunter -- the greenwing teal, the pintail duck, the 
moose, antelope, grouse, elk, bears, doves, rabbits, goats, caribou, coyote, pheas- 
ants, mountain life, wolf, raccoon, deer and other creatures in their natural habitats. 
Tae mating of each species is discussed as well as tips for the marksman, with due 
deference to conservation. Many of the prey here described are nuisances in several 
areas of North America. The writer-hunters contribute much incidental information about 
the characteristics of each creature as they recount experiences in bagging game. 
Specialized luxury market. 

November 3 


Kunstler, Charles David McKay 
THE PRIVATE LIFE OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE $3.95 


Without quite the intimate implications of the title, this story of the girl 
from Martinique who became Napoleon's jealously guarded- and then discarded- Empress 
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is a traditional portrait and pursues a conservative course- admitting her charms and her 
follies. Here are the remembered lines of that -unhappy rather than tragic personal his- 
tory;-the early marriage to the young, arrogant Vicomte de Beauharnais who repudiated her a 
and their children; the flirtation with the ascendant Bonaparte whom she married- under 
pressure- only to neglect him as she indulged her fickle and spendthrift tastes; the 
threatened separation, and reconciliation, and the following years when, childless and 

aging, she was both devoted and docile fearing the divorce which eventually became a 

“rigorous duty" for Napoleon and entailed her exile... Her Creole charm, her self-inter- 

ested indulgences and calculations, her attractive caprices all come to life once again 

in a version which avoids the exaggeration she aroused. The translation is from the 

French- by Herma Briffault. 





November 7 


Durant, John and Alice A. S. Barnes 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN CIRCUS $10.00 


The Big Show and The Big Top in reproductions, photographs and a section of 
full color plates are reviewed with a compact running text and provide plenty of enter- 
tainment for the avid follower of the tradition. A brief chronological following of the 
circus from earliest representations, through Rome and Greece, the Continent and England, 
precedes its beginnings and growth in this country; the change from simple acts to the 
complex operations of three rings, the many men who operated the small touring companies 
and the giant productions of modern times, the individual performers, the sideshow freaks, 
the animals, the bands, the winter quarters and the travel routines - these are all part 
of the long, colorful story. Besides the usual, familiar names and faces - Barnum, Tom 
Thumb, Sells Floto, Ringling, Colleano, Leitzel, etc., - there are many lesser known,. 
equally of interest. There is an introduction by Tom Parkinson, Circus ‘“ditor of fhe 
Billboard, who also compiles a list of circuses. A special audience book which should 
define its market. (LC: 57-9907) é 


Wilson, Colin Houghton, Mifflin 
RELIGION AND THE REBEL $4.00 


In extending and documenting his original adumbration of The Outsider, Wilson 
delves into philosophy, religion, parapsychology, esthetics, general history, and con- 
cerns himself especially with the personal lives and writings of Outsiders and Outsider- 
types from Lao-Tze to Shaw and Scott Fitzgerald. The book if partly autobiographical, 
existential in outlook, full of rich and not always relevant samplings of poetry and 
biographical sketches, magnificently sweeping in its judgments, and genuinely acute in 
several passages of literary criticism. It is a semi-discriminate hodgepodge, flam- 
boyant but lucid and sententious, erudite to the point of exhibitionism, painfully ego- 
centric, and somehow interesting. Wilson doesn't quite get away with it- but he does 
make it seem important, and his style is charged. 












November 15 





Fast, Howard Praeger 


THE NAKED GOD $3.50 
The Writer and the Communist Party 






Thirteen bitter years ended when Krushchev's "secret report" blasted the ideals 
of the intellectuals who had joined the Communist Party, thinking there to find the best 
chance for suffering humanity. Now, Howard Fast has attempted to analyse- using his own 
experience as a touchstone- the factors responsible for the acceptance of the Party's 
tenets and discipline; the grim awakening to the terror, the fear, the hollow pretenses, 
the bestiality, the inhumanity that characterized the leadership; the inability of the 
rank and file to be heard. He tells too of the difficulty of breaking with the Party; . 
of the contradiction between the premises and the actuality, the Communist Party and the = 
Socialist Society it feeds upon; of the Intra Party and outerworld pressures which com- 
bine to transform members into priesthoods, Party into temple, and Party leadership into 
gods. The “secret report" cynically exposed the record of that leadership. No decent 
thinking person could survive- and remain a Communist- so thought Fast and many others. 
This is his apologia;but its purpose is not exoneration, for errors of judgment, mistakes 
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in procedure, excuses. Rather is it a sincere attempt to show Communism for what it 
is so that youth tomorrow will not turn to it for the answer. No force can destroy 
Communism. Only the application of truth will make it melt away... This is a text 
demanding close and thoughtful attention. There is an immense amount of information 
about Communist structure, about the hierarchy, about the penetration- and the tech- 
niques that add to its stranglehold. Some names are named, but it is not a “con- 
fession piece”. It is not always easy; much of it is unpalatable, hard to take. 
Mr Fast's article in Prospectus "The Writer and the Commissar" aroused violent 
argument and denunication from those who had been his friends and associates. This 
is an expansion, a revision, and a book that should help the reading public to under- 
stand the threat Communism imposes on the free spirit of man, particularly as it 
involves the writer today. 

November 19 


Rysavy, Francois Putnam 
WHITE HOUSE CHEF $3.50 


A personal as well as a culinary autobiography this blends the author's 
interest in food with the story of his life, from Vyskov, Czechslovakia, to his two 
and a half years as head chef at the White House. The background of the dishes he 
served - where he learned them and how they were adapted for American tastes; then 
how menus are planned for special guests at the White House; formal and informal 
meals and the preferences of the President and his wife; gastronomy from previous 
presidential tenants; food for special occasions and holidays; menus for a month of 
White House dining and the President's diet - these are all complemented with recipes 
for various dishes, not forgetting ways to decorate and embellish the servings. A 
cook*s tour - in more ways than one - this should have its market in the very special 
cookbook department. Illustrated by Artur Marokvia. (LC: 57-14521) 


November 20 


Cleveland, Anne Simon & Schuster 
THE PARENT FROM ZERO TO TEN $3.50 


Speaking anthroposociodiaphysiogenetically, here is the science of parent- 
ology or the study of the maturation of the growing parent in terms of the child- 
parent relationship and the parent's own transmutation in the catalysis of this re- 
lationship. Parenthood, its trauma, its intense acculturation, is pioneered in chap- 
ters that take it from infancy, 15 to 30 months, 23 years, 4 to 9 years, 10 years 
and after, and there is a second section devoted to "The Behavior Day". This behav- 
ior profile takes into account the sex of the parent, typical behavior, alterations 
at the various age levels, symptoms and regressions, developmental drives and the 
implacable force of the Culture (child). A worthy attempt to blueprint the way in 
which the parents may “function adaptively among the stimuli and the frustrations of 
their daily routing in the Cultural nexus”, this is double happy talk graphically 
illustrated by the author. (LC: 57-1201) 


November 21 


Tisdall, E. E. P. John Day 
MARIE FEDOROVNA $5.50 


«--was born Dagmar, younger daughter of the then Crown Prince of Denmark; 
her older sister Alex married Bertie, Prince of Wales; Dagmar was courted by the Grand 
Duke Nicholas of Russia who, on his sudden death, bequeathed her to his crude giant of 
a brother, Sasha, next in line as the Tsarevitch. This is the story of her life as 
Tsarevne, Empress and Dowager Empress, through three wars, under the persecution of 
Nihilists and the terror of assassination, from the beginnings of liberalism under 
her father-in-law, to the autocracy of her husband; through the death of her oldest 
son to the reign of her second, the weak Nicholas II whose hysterical wife, Alicky, 
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depended on the powers of the charlatan Rasputin, and redeemed herself as a prisoner be- 
fore her execution. A biography which makes the most of life among the imperial family 
in its days of self-indulgence; of the strange empire of Holy Russia, and its mystical 
claptraps;of the revolutionary forces at work and the doom of a family, almost literally 
condemned to extinction. In line with his earlier books of this period and family (Rest- 
less Consort and Alexandra) this combines history and personalities in smooth pace narra- 


tion. (LC: 57-14520) 
Novenver i | V7 


Chapman, John Doubleday 
BROADWAY'S BEST 1957 $4.50 





The drama critic for the N.Y. Yews has assembled here a critical and statisti- 
cal record of the theatrical year 1956-57 (from June 1 to May 31). ‘The choice of Broad- 
way's Best, twelve in number, including one musical, is Mr. Chapman's own. Where a play 
has received mixed notices he includes the dissenting comments of the other N.Y. critics. 
Among the Best plays, in Mr. Chapman's view are: Long Day's Journey Into Night, The Pot- 
ting Shed, Orpheus Descending, A Visit to a Small Planet, Small War. on Murray Hill ana 
Candide. The twelve plays, summarized, are preceded by a critical introduction, touching 
on the backgrounds of the plays and their authors. A brief summary of the entire season's 
offerings, including casts of characters,is presented along with lists of prize plays, 
longest runs, holdover from previous seasons and a bibliography of books about the theatre 
published this year. This book has too wide a scope for those looking particularly for 
critical essays on the current state of the theatre. But as a reference work it is 
impressive. (LC: 57-1262) 

November 22 


The Saturday Review- Eds. of Simon & Schuster 
THE SATURDAY REVIEW TREASURY $6.00 a 





From the files of this magazine over the past twenty-five years, this miscellany 
of pieces which the editors have thought worth preserving whether for their content, or 
their style, have been selected. This magazine, which widened its sphere of interest from 
literature to other "areas of human concern" and enjoyment, politics and science, art ang 
drama and music, has helped to shape many of our ideas as well as tastes as reflected in 
the contributions here. Santayana writes on the course of modern morality; Edith Wharton 
on that of modern fiction; Schlesinger on the Communist Party; Elmer Davis on "The Red 
Peril"; Schweitzer writes of ethics in the 20th century, Thomas Mann of Freud; and the 
impressive constellation of names includes- among many others- Ellen Glasgow and Thomas 
Wolfe, Bertrand Russell and Koestler, Eleanor Roosevelt and Walter White, Bruno Walter 
and Hindemith, Einstein, etc. etc. There are lighter inclusions too- as well as cartoons 
by Thurber, and a number of poems by those equally eminent in this field, and an able 
introduction by Joseph Wood Krutch.... Largely for the more serious reader, this collec- 
tion offers a stimlating exchange of opinion and judgment. (LC: 57-1207) 


November 25 


Weinberg, Arthur- /d. Simon & Schuster 
ATTORNEY FOR THE DAMNED $6.50 


Here, from addresses to the jury, speeches, debates, lectures, is Clarence 
Darrow in His Own Words in his active pursuit of equal protection, due process and fair 
trial, his appeal for sanity, reason, objectivity and tolerance, his fight for the under- 
dog. Each selection is preceded by a description of the setting of the scene with its 
legal and human factors and has an afterword concerning the verdict of the case and the 
resulting effects of the address. From the Kidd conspiracy case in 1898 to the Massie 
case in 1932, these are his words on vengeance, crime, against prejudice and privilege - 
and for justice. Among them are his lengthy summation against the death penalty for 
loeb and Leopold, his questioning of Bryan in the Scopes trial, his own defense when 
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he was accused of bribing a juror, his arguments in cases involving communism, Ne- 
groes, unions, labor and strikes, murder, crime and capital punishment. There is 

his funeral oration for John Peter Altgeld and a speech on John Brown. An impressive 
foreword by Justice William 0. Douglas ably introduces this collection which should 
attract not only a legal market but that one which is concerned with the still join- 
ed battle against "bigotry, prejudice, ignorance and hate”. (LC: 57-12408) 


November 29 


Jacoby, Oswald & Morehead, Albert- “ds. Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF CARDS $5.95 


A full deck- of articles, short stories, poems, opinions- shares much of 
the derivative enjoyment and fascination cards have held for all kinds of people 
_through the centuries- along with all kinds of miscellaneous intelligence; on play-. 
ing cards and curiosities; Tarot and Fortune Telling; the different games- and the 
personalities who have indulged; etc. Along with Culbertson and Jacoby and Lenz, 
there are the old pros and prose- Poe and O'Henry, Thackeray and Charles Lamb, Mark 
Twain and Stevenson, and many, many other contributors....A subject- and a series- 
which is just right for the season, and there should be many kibitzers. 


November ? 


Shahn, Ben Harvard University Press 
THE SHAPE OF CONTENT $4.00 


This collection of six essays by the American artist comprises the Charles 

Eliot Norton Lectures, 1956-57, delivered at Harvard. Here he sets down his views 
of the artist as a part of the university, non-conformity - a necessary condition 
for the survival of the arts, modern evaluations.of the situation of art and its 
proper function and the education of an artist. The title lecture enters a plea 

for synthesis between form and content, mildly deploring the critical appraisals of 
painting in terms, almost exclusively, of form. The two, of course, are inseparable, 
but, he contends, the whole view has been obscured by overly critical dissecting. 
“What should be expected from the university in providing a setting in which the 
artist-teacher can operate and what should be the role of the artist as faculty- 
member are areas which the author astutely considers. Points made in the collection 
are pertinent, lucid and most readable. A valuable addition to the appraisal of the 
condition of the arts. (LC: 57-12868) 


December 11 


Fernsworth, Lawrence Beacon 
SPAIN'S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM $6.00 


The author was for years a journalist in Spain, reporting for the London and 
the New York Times. Today he is in Washington. His approach is intensely critical- 
so much so that he came under bitter indictment by the American Catholic press for his 
strictures on the church-cum-state dictatorship under Franco. But his devotion to 
Spain and his faith in the ultimate victory of the Spanish people makes this careful 
study of Spain's tortuous history and of the recurrence of efforts to establish a 
republican form of government well worth the intensive reading it demands. It is con- 
troversial and will probably be attacked as partisan. The opening section seems con- 
fused in construction and makes it difficult to get headway. But in final analysis 
this is a book worth the effort; it provides a much needed survey of Spanish history, 
thus supplying the early roots, the traditions, the characteristics of the people. 
He refutes the stereotyped portrait of the Spaniard, shows them as mercurial in temper- 
ament, but determined to sustain their individuality, not hopelessly divided, not 
meat for conquest, but basically determined on the right of people to govern themselves. 





October 15, 1957 Non-fiction -790- 


He feels the Franco regime - to which he yields not an iota of credit for the reforms 
it claims, the goals it presumably endorses- is destined to fall and an era of freedom 
will follow, free of the trammels of the political church. His section on the period ox 
leading up to the Civil War and the ghastly months of excesses and violence of the war 
itself are drawn from personal experience. He insists on the evidence throughout of 
German-Italian fascist military assistance; of the belated coming of the Soviets into 
the vacuum left by the refusal of the democracies to aid the Republic; of the abortive 
attempt to maintain a balanced freedom while accepting military assistance from Moscow. 
Even the one Communist in the government, he says, violently opposed any dictatorship. 
The aftermath of Civil War saw Franco backing the wrong horse. And today, he accuses 
Franco for being two-faced, charges that the American bases will never be permitted to 
function against totalitarianism and that we are being sold down the river. In closing 
he states his unshaken belief that the Spanish race goes on. (LC: 57-1274) 


December’ 27 Yo >{/ 
ae 


Rush, J. Ho Doubleday 
THE DAWN OF LIFE $4.50 


This is a study of life - its beginnings, its essential substances, its chem- 
istry - life on the earth and its possibility in the universe. What distinguishes life 
from the non-living, what are the theories advanced for the origin of the earth, what 
was the state of the earth before life began - these are among the questions examined. 
The contributions of the men of science are compared and knowledge to date is summarized 
always with the thought that conclusions must be tentative and dogma is folly. Although 
non-academic, this effort is not for the beginner. (LC: 57-9511) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Deal, Borden- DUNBAR'S COVE- from 10/24 to 10/31 (Scribner) 
Freeman, A.A.- Ed. - BRAINPOWER QUEST- from 10/29 to 11/19 (Macmillan) 
Moore, Virginia- THE WHOLE WORLD, STRANGER- from 10/22 to 11/12 (Macmillan) 
_ Maxwell, Elsa- HOW TO DO IT- from 10/28 to 11/14 (Little, Brown) 
Clarke, Frances E.- fd. - OF CATS AND MEN- from 10/29 to 11/19 (Macmillan) 
Errington, Paul L.- OF MEN AND MARSHES- from 10/29 to 11/26 (Macmillan) 
Ruark, Robert- THE OLD MAN AND THE BOY- from 10/28 to 11/11 (Holt) 
MacLeish, Archibald- J.B.- from 11/5 to 2/4/58 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Sarton, May- IN TIME LIKE AIR- from 11/4 to 1/6/58 (Rinehart) 
Davidson, Edward H.- POE- definite date 11/1. Price from $4.75 to $5.00. (Harvard) 
Hardy, W.C.- THE CITY OF LIBERTINES- from 10/28 to 11/4 (Appleton-Century ) 
Connell, Brian- 4d. - Title from PORTRAIT OF A WHIG PEER to PORTRAIT OF A GOLDEN 
AGE. Date from 11/14 to 2/25/28. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Horan & Danforth- THE D.A.'S MAN- from 10/18 to 11/14 (Crown ) 
71l Sinclair, Mary Craig- SOUTHERN BELLE- from 10/28 to 11/21 (Crown) 
712 Shoemaker, Don- 4d. - WITH ALL DELIBERATE SPEED- from 10/30 to 11/13 (Harper) 
713 Botkin, B.A.- 4d. - A TREASURY OF AMERICAN ANECDOTE- from 11/5 to 11/11 (Random House) 
720 Taylor, Henry J.- AN AMERICAN SPEAKS HIS MIND- from 11/21 to 12/5 (Doubleday) 
752 Warren, Joyce- PEACOCKS AND AVARICE- from 11/6 to 11/13 (Harper) 
760 Nourse, Alan E.- SO YOU WANT TO BE A DOCTOR- from 11/6 to 11/27 (Harper) 
760 Waldo, Myra- THE SLENDERELLA COOKBOOK- from 11/4 to 11/15 (Putnam) 


With Regrets e 


See P. 711- McBride, Mary Margaret- HARVEST OF AMERICAN COOKING (Putnam) Apparently 
this report was open to misinterpretation, as the levity gets in its. own way. The 
intent was simply to rebuke Mary Margaret- with a smile- for. tripping me up with more 
calorie-producing temptations. I think the book is a very real addition to regional 
records- and meant so to indicate. 





